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BACKGROUND

The State Controller’s Ofice has established several new object codes for the
paynment of |egal services. The new object codes have been established to
allowthe State to better track | egal expenditures

PROCEDURES

1. Organi zati ons shoul d di scontinue the use of other object codes for |ega
services and should use the codes in item#3, effective imedi ately. Al
Legal service costs recorded in other object codes should be
transferred, by journal voucher, to the new codes no | ater than June 28,
1996.

2. The object code for “professional services-general” doesnot include
| egal services, repair and mmi ntenance services, nedical services, or
data processing services, or additions to capital assets, as defined
bel ow:

2740 Professional Services-Genera

Contractual agreenents resulting in fees and incidental charges
for persons who render professional or vocational services to the
Departnent; this includes, but is not linmted to, paynents to
accountants, graphic artists, chaplains, teachers, counselors,
architects, engineers, actuarial services, inspection services,

| abor relations, |lecture fees and honorari a.

Do not include charges for professional data processing services
provi ded by State agencies or private vendor; use 2600 or 2650.

Do not include paynments to plunbers, electricians, carpenters,
vehicle or aircraft nechanics or other craftsnen whether operating
as individual s or enployed by contractors when the services
obt ai ned are nore appropriately classified as routine mai ntenance
or additions to capital assets.

Do not include paynments for nedical services; use 2720
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Do not include paynments for |egal services; use 2751-2757

Current object codes for |egal services include the foll ow ng:

2751

2752

2753

2754

2755

2756

2757

Legal Services - Research

Services procured froma person, licensed to practice law, or a
firmenpl oyi ng such persons for the purpose of performng | ega
research. Analysis or study of any area of federal, state,
muni ci pal or organi zational law is covered by this definition.

Legal Services - Opinion

Services procured for a person, licensed to practice law, or a
firmenpl oyi ng such persons, for the purpose of witing an opinion
on a particular legal issue or area of law. This category also
covers legal advice given orally. This category would cover an

i nstance in which, for exanple, an agency head needed | egal advice
about an abstruse area of the |aw and the DQJ and in-house counse
were not qualified to give advice. |If the agency head retai ned an
out si de counsel conpetent in this area of practice, such services
woul d be coded in this category.

Legal Services - Litigation

Services procured froma person licensed to practice law, or a
firmenpl oyi ng such persons, for the purpose of representing the
agency in sone formof litigation. This category includes al
types of civil legal actions except collections matters.

Legal Services - Collections

Services procured froma person, licemsed to practice law, or a
firmenpl oyi ng such persons, for the purpose of collecting debt
owed to the State of Wsconsin. See also 2760 for collection
charges for Wsconsin Departnent of Justice.

Legal Services - Consulting

Services procured froma person, licensed to practice law, or a
firmenpl oyi ng such persons, to perform consulting services.
Consul ting services include, but are not limted to, jury

sel ection services, evidence or exhibit preparation, wtness
preparation, expert w tness services, evidence evaluation, etc.
Legal Services - O her

Al'l other services procured froma person |licensed to practice
law, or a firm enploying such person.

Legal Services - Bond Counsel

For Capital Accounting use only.
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2760 Legal Services - Departnent of Justice

Services provided for the collection of delinquent receivables by
the Wsconsin Departnment of Justice. Do not include paynents for
private collection attorneys; use 2754.

CONTACT PERSON

Ay Kor pady, Chi ef
Institution and Adm ni strative Accounting Section
(608) 266-2708



